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FOREWORD. 


At the time when Sir E. Denison Ross resided in Calcutta 
I had the privilege on many occasions to discuss with him 


‘matters relating to Indian history and other Oriental subjects. 
En the course of our discussions on these topics he pointed 
“wut to me one day that the field covering the historical period 


between A.H. 817-847 (A.D. 1414-1443), when the Saiyids ruled 
over the Indian Empire, had not yet been fully explored. This 


-. suggestion lingered in my memory till by chance I came across 


the rare work of Yahya bin Ahmad bin ‘Abdullah Sihrindi, a 
manuscript copy of which was sent to me by my friend Prof. 
Najib Ashraf, M.A., of the Shibli Academy, Azamgarh. The 
book was in a damaged condition, with some pages missing, 


‘yet when I studied it [ came to the conclusion that this work was 


the only authentic source of our information concerning the time 
when the Saiyids ruled India. I spoke to the General Sec- 
retary to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, who succeeded in securing 
for me rotograph copies of the MSS. of the work in the British 
Museum and the Bodleian. My present work is based on these 
three MSS. but I have chiefly based my text on the one from the 
British Museum as this copy, though considerably spoiled by damp 
and moisture, proved to be the oldest and the most correct one. 

The author of the book begins his history with the reign of 
Muhammad Sam, the founder of the Ghori dynasty, and ends 


“abruptly in the reign of Sultan Saiyid Muhammad up to Rabi‘ 


“IL, AH. 838. The author is silent about himself and the rank 


and position he enjoyed, but one fact is evident, that he must 
have been in a position to present a gift to his sovereign. In 
his preface he tells us that the book was written by him as 


‘a suitable token of esteem and affection to the ruler, for “no 


more worthy offering can be made to a king than a record of 
the achievements of his predecessors’’. He acknowledged his 


‘ obligations to different historians who wrote before him up to 


the time of the accession of Firaz Shah, but from and after that 


vi FOREWORD. 


date he writes from his own personal observation and reliable in- 
formation. Whatever rank we may assign to him as a historian it 
cannot be doubted that he was a correct and honest chronicler. 
His reliability is well established by the fact that he is often 
quoted as an authority by reputed and careful historians such as 
Nizamuddin Ahmad, Bada’ini, Firishta and others. 

In conclusion I gratefully acknowledge the help of Mr. Johan 
van Manen, C.I.E., General Secretary to the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, in procuring for me the rotograph copies of the MSS. 
from the British Museum and the Bodleian, and in making vari- 
ous useful suggestions. 


Calcutta Madrasah, M. Hipavat Hosar. © 
the 28rd June, 1931. 
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1 Tabakat Nasiri, p. 2191 wy ‘BY als 85, Raverty, p. 684 translates :— 
Koh-payeh [skirts of the hills] of Mewat ‘and. Rantabhir. 
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8 At this period no one was allowed to keep an elephant at the door except 
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2B. and M. Ub os. Blliot, Babul; Briggs, from Firishta, Babool., 
?ayal or Payil is the name of a very old place, giving its name to the district 
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Jehli to Liidianah. See Raverty, p. 460, ”. 3. 
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tovians, such as Nizam ad-Din, Firishta and Bada@tni. Elliot in his History, 
vol. IT, p. 331, translates this passage of the Tabakdt Nasiri as follows :— 

* And in the neighbourhood of Manstirpiir and Narain, Taju-d-din Muham- 
mad, Secretary and Controller, + + + and other confidential officials, killed 
the Tazik.” In my humble opinion Raverty is correct. The construction of 
the sentence as well as the whole trend of events, described previously, supports 
the version of Raverty. «A combination of all these high officials could only 
be possibly needed for the assassination of the Sultan alone; against a 
less important man such a combination is evidently unnecessary. Further, 
if, as Elliot seerns to imply in his footnote to page 331, ‘“‘Tazik” refers to 
Sultan Rukn ad-Din his statement in the same page that ‘they brought Sultan 
Rukn-d din prisoner to Dehli, where he was kept in confinement and died” 
will be contradictory. 
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* Tabakat Nasirl, p. 184, \9) we sweet.  Raverty, p. 636, says “and 
his reign was six months and twenty-six days,’ but in a note on “ twenty-six 
days” he writes ‘“‘some copies have twenty-eight days’’: from the 20th 
Sha‘ban, 633 A.H., the date of I-yal-tamish’s decease, to the |Sth of Rabi‘-ul- 
Awwal, 634 A.H., is exactly six months and twenty-seven days.” 
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Raverty, p. 634, translates the passage as follows :— 

*¢ And in the vicinity of Mansiir- par and Tri’In, they martyred the Taj-ul- 
Mulk + + + and other Tazik officials.” Our author, I think, makes a blunder 
here as he mentions that all these persons ‘‘who have been put to death,” 
separated from the Sultan’s army, went to Dehli and pledged their allegiance 
with Sultan Radiya, This mistake of our author has been copied by later his- 
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Tabakat Akbari says: Uy. ne fhe. Raverty, p. 619, says ‘ Mangal 
Diw, the accursed, the son of the accursed Mal Diw.” See also 7. 7, 417 of the 
same. 
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Raverty, p. 293, writes :— 
“Sultan Jalal-ud-Din turned aside, and proceeded towards Uchchah and 
Multan. From thence he entered the territory of Kirman, and afterwards Fars.” 
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i This statement of the author that Kutbuddin took the fort of Mirat in 
A.H. 589 is contradictory to his own statement which he made on p. 11 in connec- 
tion with the reign of Sultan Mu‘izzuddin Sam that “in A.H. 588 Kutbuddin 
conquered the fort of Mirat and took Dehli which were in possession of the rela- 
tives of Prithi Rai and Gobind Rai.’ The former statement is corroborated by 
the PabakSt Nasiri, p. 120 :— Aa 
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“Kutbuddin advanced from Kuhrim to Mirat and took the city and he 
possessed himself of Dehli. In the same year (A.H. 589) Kutbuddin took the fort 
of Kol.” The date (A.H. 587) egies 3 & as given in p. 139 of Tabakat Nasiri 
is, in my opinion, a mistake arising out of a confusion between te and ens. 
See also a very interesting note by Raverty on the first capture of Dehli by 
Moslems, p. 469, n. 9; and Appendix A. : 
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3 Tabakat Nasiri p. 123 gives wl yf oS 

4M. 534. Koh Jid or Jiid mountains, which are now styled the Salt Range 
from the number of mines. of rock of salt contained within them, lie between 


Pind-i-Didan Khin and. Khush 4b and now. compose ‘part of the Shahpir 
District of the present Rawal Pindi Division under the Panjab Government. 
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1B. ee endl oh tele oz. But this reading is wrong as Shih&buddin 
was the epithet of Muhammad Ghori, see Lane-Pool, Muhammadan Dynasties, 
p, 292. 2 M. dpesvo 

3 Tabakat Nasiri, p. 115, gives ob (Tigin-abad). Dow in his transla- 
tion of Firishta spells the word as Tunganabad and locates it in the province of 
Khurasin. Briggs has Tukuabad, but the correct pronunciation is Tiginabad. 
It was a city between Ghaznin and Ghore. See Raverty, Trans. of Tabakat 
Nasiri, p. 110, n. 3. 
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7 B. and M. “ays Tabakat Nasiri gives Spo (Gardaiz). It is the name 
of a large darah (long valley with hills on two sides, and a river running through 
it) of the TAjiks, well-watered, and once very populous and well-cultivated. 
To the east and south-east the Afghans live. In Akbar’s reign there was a 
strong castle here named Gardaiz also. See Raverty, p. 449, x. 9, and p. 498, 
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